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SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND INDUSTRY 


MONDAY, JANUARY 3, 1955 


UNITED SraTes SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Washington, D.C. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to recess, in room 357 
Senate Office Building, Senator Joseph R. McCarthy (chairman) 
presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Wisconsin; Senator Karl 
E. Mundt, South Dakota; Senator John L. McClellan, Arkansas; 
Senator Stuart Symington, Missouri. 

Present also: James N. Juliana, acting executive director; Robert 
F. Kennedy, chief counsel to minority; Donald F. O’Donnell, chief 
assistant counsel; C. George Anastos, assistant counsel; Ruth Young 
Watt, chief clerk. 

The CHarrRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

You may call your first witness, Mr. Juliana. 

Mr. Jutrana. Mr. Lawrence W. Parrish. 

The CuarrmMan. Mr. Parrish, will you raise your right hand and be 
sworn? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, could I ask you a question regarding my 
legal advice in regard 

The CHarrMan. I cannot hear you, sir. 

Mr. ParrisH. I would like to ask a question, a legal question, 
regarding my being compelled to appear under this subpena. 

The CHarRMAN. You will have to be sworn first and then you can 
ask any question you care to. Raise your right hand and be sworn 
first and you can ask any question you want to. In this matter now 
in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly swear that the 
testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Parrisu. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LAWRENCE W. PARRISH, QUINCY, MASS, 


The CuHarrMan. If you will just sit down, you can ask any question 
you care to, 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, my question has probably been waived by 
the fact that I am taking the witness chair. 

The Cuarrman. You do not waive any right by taking the chair. 

Mr. Parrisu. The question I want to a about the document is 
that it does not state the scope and purpose of the hearing, the subject 
matter, and it is not even signed, Senator. 
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The CrarrmMan. The original, of course, was signed. I may tell 
you, Mr Parrish, and I think you know the purpose for which you are 


here, you appeared previously when Senator Mundt was the acting 
chairma You stood up in the room and said that you were the 
wrong man, that you were not the Mr. Parrish who is supposed to have 
been called on July 19. You knew at that time we were investigating 


Communist infiltration of defense plants. You know that today. 


That Is no secret as far as vou are coneerned., 

Mr. Pari ISH | would like to be on record senator, as protesting 
the legality 

The Cuarrman. Would you speak into the mike so I can hear you? 
[ cann hear you at all. 

Mr. Parrisn. I am sorry, sir. I said I would like to be on record 


as protesting the legality of the proc eding 

The CHarnrMAN. You may protest 

Mr. JuntaANnA. Mr. Chairman, I might add that the original of the 

bpena was signed and he has a carbon copy of it, which is a courtesy 
that we have been extending to these witnesses that appeared before 
u The original was signed and he was shown the original when he 


was served with the subpena, and the earbon copy was given to him 
purely as a courtesy of this subcommitte¢ 

The CHarrMan. Mr. Parrish, where do vou work? 

My. P, rrisH. Mr. Chairman, might I ask a further question? 

The CuarrmMan. You will have to speak a little louder. 

M1 Seope risH. I said may I ask a further question? 

The C MAN. You certainly may 

Mr. ] isH. I would like to know what the purpose of calling me 
dow! ea re a third time, Senator, after you have already branded me 
as a fifth-amendment Communist in public. I am unemployed. I 
have no money to defend myself with, and I no longer work in the 
Fore River Shipyard 

The CHarrMan. You mean you have been discharged since your 
first call? 

Mr. Parrisu. No, sir; I haven’t worked there for 3 months. If I 
remember correctly, I told you that I only had a couple weeks more 
work there anyhow, when I was down here last time. 

The Cuatrman. Would you please speak into the mike so I can 
hear you. 

Mr. Parrisn. If I remember correctly I told you I only had a few 
more weeks work there anyhow, due to the fact that the whole yard 
Was he ne laid off ' cCALUSe of work 


The CHarrman. One of the reasons why vou are called, of course, 
ause you a up here the last time in public se ssion. and told 
the chairman that you were not the right man, that you were the 
wrong Mr. Parrish, that it was a case of mistaken identity. I think 
record should be made clear as to whether or not it 1s a case of 
mistaken identity We will just ask vou a fow Sy tens Fait and if you 


objec to any of them, we W ill be c lad to hear vour objection 
nator, can I say something on that? I did not 
state that I was the wrong man When I stood up here in a public 
session, I said that mv name was not Lawrence T. Parrish, and that is 
all I had an opportunity to say. 

The CHarrman. Where do you work now? 

Mr. Parrisn. I am unemployed, Senator. 
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The CHarrmMan. Where have you been working? 

Mr. Parrisn. I have been unemployed, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. Have you been working for Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Parrisn. At the time I was called down here last, I was 
working for the Bethlehem Steel Co. 

The CuarrMan. You were working for Bethlehem Steel when you 
were called the first time? 

Mr. Parrisn. That. is right, sir. 

The CuarrMan. And at that time you stood up in the audience 
and said that you were not Lawrence T. Parrish, that it was a case 
of mistaken identity, and Senator Mundt relieved you and excused 
you; is that right? 

Mr. Parrisn. Senator, I would like to correct the facts. 

The CHAIRMAN. You may. 

Mr. Parrisn. I just stood up. I did not take the chair; I was 
not allowed to take the chair. I was told to go back and take my 
seat. What happened after that I am not in any way to be held 
responsible for. I was escorted out of the room, and taken down to 
room 101, held illegally, and questioned illegally, by members of the 
commitéee, 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Chairman, he is stating the facts untruthfully. 
Exactly what happened was this. He was identified by William Teto 
as a member of the Communist Party. He stood up and said he was 
not the man that was served with the summons. He was the man 
who was served and the correct man. He then voluntarily gave the 
press a statement and he was the one who first disclosed his identity 
to the press. It was not this subcommittee. He was not taken to 
room 101 illegally and held illegally. I think the facts should be 
presented here truthfully. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you, Mr. Juliana. It has been established, 
has it not, Mr. Juliana, that Bethlehem Steel has been doing classified 
work for the Defense Department? 

Mr. Juttana, They are; yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. We need not go into that with this witness: right? 

Mr. Juniana. Right. 

The CHatrmMan. When you were first called on July 19, you were 
working for Bethlehem Steel? 

Mr. Parrisn. On July 19, that is correct, Senator. 

The CHarrMan. And you have been discharged? 

Mr. Parrisa. I have not been discharged. 

The CHarrMAn. You have not been discharged? 

Mr. Parrisu. I was laid off for lack of work. 

The CuartrMan. You were laid off for lack of work, so you are 
subject to recall? 

Mr. Parrisu. Apparently, but I doubt very much after what has 
happened to me that I will ever be recalled. 

The CHartrmMan. I wonder if you will try to speak into the mike a 
little louder. 

Mr. Parrisn. I said I doubt very much after what has happened 
to me and what vou have Sal | that [ will ever he rec alled. | consicde i. 
Senator, that you have taken my livelihood away from me, and you 
have hurt my family. 

The CuarrmMan. | do not think I have taken it away from you, 
The program, or rather, the policy of many of the defense establish- 
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ments is to discharge fifth-amendment Communists. If you are not 
one, we will find out very shortly. Here is the question. Are you 
now or have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, I wish to invoke the section of the fifth 
amendment. 

The CuatrMaANn. That section against self-incrimination? 

Mr. Parrisu. Against self-incrimination. 

The Cuarrman. Pardon me? 

Mr. Parrisu. Against self-incrimination. 

The CHarrMAN. Against self-incrimination. You may do that. 
Are you a member of the Communist Party as of this moment? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, I wish again to invoke that section of the 
fifth amendment that guarantees me against self-information. 

Senator McCLe.ian. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question. 

The CHarrMan. Certainly. 

This is the new chairman. 

Senator McCie tian. Thank you. 

You are invoking the fifth amendment to keep from giving to this 
committee some information that you have in your possession; is that 
correct? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, I am invoking the fifth amendment because 
I feel from my experience with this committee in almost anything 
that I answer to any question here might be used against me. 

Senator McCieiian. Do you honestly believe that if you answered 
the questions that have been asked you, truthfully, that such answers 
would tend to incriminate you? Do you state that positively under 
oath? 

Mr. Parrisu. Yes, sir; I do, Senator. 

Senator McCLe.uan. Well, you convinced me. 

That is all, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator Munpr. I have no questions, but I think the record should 
show that if this man is not being called for employment, it is not the 
fault of this committee. 

Mr. Parrisu. I can’t hear you, sir. 

Senator Munpr. There is no question. 

The CuarrmMan. Mr. Juliana? 

Mr. Junttana. Mr. Parrish, when did you first commence working 
for Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Parrisu. Mr. Chairman, I answered questions regarding my 
work at a secret session, and I have not had a chance to peruse the 
excerpts of the minutes of that meeting, and I don’t know exactly 
how I answered those questions before. 

Mr. Junrana. To the best of your recollection, when did you go to 
work for the Bethlehem Steel Co.? 

Mr. Parrisu. To the best of my recollection, it was some time 


around 1932. That is the best of my recollection. 
Mr. Jutrana. Is that in Quincy, Mass.? 
Mr. Parrisu. That is in Quincy, Mass 


Mr. Junrana. Did you ever attend a Communist Party meeting at 
the Ritz Plaza Hotel in Boston? 

Mr. Parrisu. Mr. Chairman, I wish to invoke that section of the 
fifth amendment which guarantees me against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Juttana. Do you know a man by the name of Don Tormay? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, I wish to invoke the privilege on that 
question 


SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 295 


Mr. JuLtiana. Will you state the whole privilege, please? 

Mr. Parrisu. I wish to invoke that section of the fifth amendment 
that guarantees against self-incrimination. 

The CuamMan. I wonder if you could not speak a little louder, 
could you? 

Mr. Parrisu. I am trying to, Senator. 

The Cuamman. Try and speak a little louder and speak into the 
mike so we can hear you. 

Mr. Jutrana. Was Don Tormay at the meeting held at the Ritz 
Plaza Hotel on August 8, 1945, which you attended? 

Mr. Parrisu. Senator, I again wish to invoke my privilege under 
the fifth amendment against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Juniana. Did Don Tormay, at that meeting that I just 
referred to, state that the purpose of the Communist Party was to 
infiltrate basic industries such as shipbuilding, railroad, electrical, and 
steel in order to get control of the heart of the industrial power of the 
United States? 

Mr. Parris. Senator, I again wish to invoke that section of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Juntana. While working for the Bethlehem Steel Co., did you 
ever sign a questionnaire relating to security clearance? 

Mr. Parrisu. If I remember, at an executive session I gave some 
sort of an answer to that, and I don’t remember what it was. I 
think it was—-—what? 

The CHarkMan. Answer the question. Answer the counsel’s ques- 
tion. 

Mr. Parrisu. To the best of my knowledge, Senator, I never did. 

Mr. Jut1ana. Were you a member of the grievance committee he 
referred to in the October 17, 1945 issue of the Shipbuilder? 

Mr. Parrisn. Will you repeat that question? 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you a member of the grievance committee he 
referred to in the October 17, 1945, issue of the Shipbuilder? I will 
show you a copy of that. 

Mr. Parrisu. May I see a copy of it? 

(Document handed witness.) 

Mr. Parrisn. This is the picture that I identified 

The CHamrMANn. Can you speak louder so I can hear you? 

Mr. Parrisu. This is the picture that 1 identified at the secret 
session. I was the chairman of the grievance committee. 

Mr. Jut1ana. You were chairman of that committee. Were any of 
those other individuals, whom I will not name—were any of those 
other individuals members of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Parrish. Senator, I again wish to invoke that section of the 
fifth amendment guaranteeing me against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Jutiana. Were you a member of the Communist Party when 
you were chairman of that committee? 

Mr. Parrisu. Mr. Chairman, I again wish to invoke that section of 
the fifth amendment guaranteeing me against self-incrimination. 

Mr. Juntrana. Mr. Parrish, what is your home address? 

Mr. ParrisH. My home address? 102 Edward Street, Quincy, 
Mass. 

Mr, Juuiana. I have no further questions. 

Senator Munpt. When did you last work for the Bethlehem Steel 
Co., since you are temporarily laid off now? 


40220—55—pt. T———2 








296 SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 


Mr. Parrisn. I didn’t hear you, Senator. 

Senator Munpr. When were you last employed by the Bethlehem 
Steel? 

Mr. Parrisu. I think, if my recollection is correct, that 1 was laid 
off on September 28 

Senator Munpr. Of 1954? 

Mr. Parrisy. 1954. 

The CuarrMan. You said your address was 102 Edward Street? 

Mr. Parrisu. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. What city? 

Mr. Parrisu. Quincy, Mass. 

The CuarrMan. You may step down, Mr. Parrish. 

| would like to read into the record at this time a report of what 
J. Edgar Hoover had to say on his 60th birthday. That was yester- 
day, was it not? 

Mr. Juniana. Yes, sir. 

The CHAIRMAN (reading 


The FBI’s J. Edgar Hoover says on his 60th birthday that the Communists now 
ave a program of boring into basic United States industries, like steel, automobile, 
cal, and electrical. He says their plan is to worm into these industries, and 

then to be ready for eme rgency action when it is needed. 


Who is your next witness? 
Mr. Jutrana. Mr. Chairman, the next witness scheduled was a 


man by the name of Edwin Garfield I would like the record to show, 
Mr. Chairman, that Mr. Garfield was served with a subpena by the 
United States marshal on Thursday at 11:17 a. m. This morning, 


we received a telegram from him stating that he could not appear 
because he did not have able counsel. We had no other communica- 
tion from Mr. Garfield I would like to suggest that all of the facts, 
plus his testimony in executive session, be reviewed and that the com- 
mittee consider citing this man for contempt because he failed to 
appear this morning 

The CuarrmMan. Where does he work? 

Mr. Junrana. He works at Allis Chalmers, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. And they are doing defense work? 

Mr. Juttana. They are doing approximately $1 million worth of 
work for the United States Government. 

The CuarrmMan. I will recommend to the new chairman that he be 
cited for contempt. I guess this is my “‘swan song’’ hearing today 
as chairman, and it will be impossible for me to take action to have 
him cited 

Senator McCietian. What did he say in his wire? 

Mr. Jutiana. His wire states, Senator McClellan 
Lawyer unavailable due to holiday weekend and too short notice. Since there is 
ample justification for concern that my rights would be jeopardized, I am un- 
willing to appeal— 
it says appeal, I guess he means appear 


without benefit of able counsel 


He had some 5 days, sir, to get counsel. 

Senator McCievian. Mr. Chairman, I would say that you can 
proceed now if you intend to have a meeting of the full committee at 
any time before the changeover. I would support and make the 
motion that he be cited for contempt. 
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The CHatrRMAN. We will proceed to bring this before the full com- 
mittee and ask that he be cited for contempt. I think you are correct, 
Jim, that this is part of the Communist strategy of trying to ham- 
string any committee that is exposing communism in defense indus- 
tries. Was he a fifth amendment case in executive session? 

Mr. JuLiana. Yes, sir, he was. 

The Cuarrman. He was We will take this up with the full 
committee. 

Who is your next witness? 

Mr. Jutiana. The next witness, Mr. Chairman, is Mr. Dante 
DeCesare. 

Senator McCLetian. Mr. Chairman, I suggest, and will make a 
motion if necessary, that the witness’ testimony in executive session 
be made a part of this record here this morning. 

The CHarrMANn. Without objection, his executive session testimony 
will be made a part of the public record.! 

Will vou supply that to the reporter? 

Mr. Junrana. Yes, sir 

The CuairmMan. Mr. DeCesare, will you stand and raise your 
right hand? In this matter now in hearing before the committee, do 
you solemnly swear to give the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. DeCursare. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DANTE DeCESARE, SCHENECTADY, N. Y. (AC- 
COMPANIED BY BERT DIAMOND, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUN- 
SEL, IUE-CIO, WASHINGTON, D. C.) 


The CHarrMan. Jim, will you proceed? 

Mr. Juniana. Mr. Chairman, I would like to preface my question- 
ing of Mr. DeCesare by mentioning that he appeared in executive 
session on February 19, 1954, and since that time has decided to 
fully cooperate with this subcommittee. Therefore, I have some 
pertinent questions that I would like to ask of him 

Mr. DeCesare, where are you currently employed? 

Mr. DeCusare. General Electric Co. on Schenectady. 

Mr. Juttana. What is your position there? 

Mr. DeCesare. Tool grinder. 

Mr. Juniana. Pardon me? 

Mr. DeCesare. Tool grinder. 

Mr. Juniana. How long have you been employed by General 
Electric at Schenectady? 

Mr. DeCrsare. About 7% years. 

Mr. Juttana. What is your educational background, Mr. DeCesare? 

Mr. DeCersare. High school, a high-school graduate. 

Mr. Juntana. Have you ever served in the military? 

Mr. DeCrsare. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Jutiana. What is the reason for that? 

Mr. DeCersarpe. I was under age for the Second World War. Iwas 
married at the time of the Korean war, and I had a child. My wife 
had a child. 

Mr. Juniana. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party? 


1 The testimony of Edwin Garfield, which was heard in executive session July 20, 1954, will be found in 
Pt. 6, Subversion and Espionage in Defense Establishments and Industry. 
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\lr. DeCrsare. Yes, I was. 

\ir. Juniana. When did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. DeCrsare. The latter part of 1946 or the early part of 1947. 
I am not too familiar with the exact date. 

\Ir. Junriana. Who recruited you into the Communist Party? 

\Ir. DeCesare. Harold Klein 

Mr. Junrana. Harold 

Mir. DeCrsare. Klein 

Mr. Junrana. K-l-e-i-n? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 

\Ir. JULIANA a “ an employee of General Electric Co.? 

\Ir. DECESARE. . he wasn’t. 

Mr. JuLIana Whe n did you leave the Communist Party’ 

\fr. DeCrsare. The latter part of 1950. 

Che CHarrMan. The latter part of 1950, did you say? 

Mir. DeCrsare. 1950 

Senator so nor. At the time you became a member of the Com- 


) 


munist Party, you must still have ‘been in high school, were you not? 
Mr. DeCrsarr. It was just about the time I was leaving high 
school. I am not familiar if I was in the last month or so, but it was 


just about the same time. 

Senator Munpr. Can you give us the circumstances for the record 
under which Mr. Klein recited 5 vou as a high-school student into 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Well, I was at a social at an individual’s home at 
which he was present and I was brought in through there. I had cer- 
tain background where I was sympathetic toward the Communist 
causes 

Senator Munpt. Who was this Mr. Klein? 

Mr. DeCrsare. He was chairman of the Schenectady Communist 
Party 

Senator Munpr. He was a full-time Communist worker? 

Mr. DeCersare. Yes. 

Ir. Juntana. When you were recruited into the C ommunist Party, 
ve vou first go into a youth club of some sort? 
DrCersare. Yes, I was. 

Mr JuLIANA. What was the name of that club? 

Mr. DeCersare. At first it was the youth branch of the Communist 
Part: It later was—they more or less went into the AYD, American 
Youth for Democracy. 

The CHarrMan. Could you speak a little louder? 

Mr. DeCrsarr. The first was the youth branch and then after all 
the vouth was concentrated into the American Youth for Democracy. 

Mr. Juntrana. Were you ever a member of the Labor Youth 
League? 

Mr. DeCrsare. No; I wasn’t. Labor—— 

Mr. Junrana. Labor Youth League. 

Mr. DeCrsare. LYL, is that? 

Mr. Juntana. Yes. 

Mr. DeCrsare. No. 

Mr. Junrana. While you were employed at General Electric and a 


member of the Communist Party, did you ever follow on out the 


{ » 


Communist Party line as to infiltration at General Electric? 
Mr. DeCersare. Yes. 
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Mr. Juuiana. What was the chief program of the Communist 
Party as far as General Electric was concerned in Schenectady, N. Y.? 

Mr. DeCersare. It was to gain key positions in the electrical union, 
the UE, and to get whatever key position you could, more or less as a 
shop steward or board member, whatever you could. 

Mr. Jutiana. Did you hold such a key position? 

Mr. DeCersare. Yes; I was shop steward and board member. 


Mr. Jutiana. Shop stew: “a and board member? 
Mr. DeCersare. Yes, si 
Mr. Jutrana. What was your specific function as a shop steward 


>» 


in relation to the Communist Party line or policy? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Well, it was to more or less maintain—at that time, 
the UE was engaged in a struggle with IUE. It was more or less to 
see that the UE maintained power at the General Electric plant in 
Schenectady. 

Mr. Juniana. Will you identify for the record UE? 

Mr. DeCersare. United Electrical Workers of Ame rica, Radio, and 
Machine Workers. 

Mr. Juuiana. That is United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers of America? 

Mr. DeCersare. Yes. 

Mr. Juurana. What is the IUE? 

Mr. DeCersare. Well, UE was kicked out of the CIO for Com- 
munist domination, and IUE was the International Electrical Workers 
Union set up as a counterpart to UE. 

Mr. Juurana. The UE was kicked out of the ClO because of Com- 
munist domination and infiltration? 

Mr. DreCersare. Yes. 

Mr. Juniana. And the IUE supplanted it. The IUE supplanted 
the UE and carried on as an anti-Communist union; is that correct? 

Mr. DeCeEsare. Yes. 

Mr. Juutana. Did you do any recruiting for the Communist Party 
while you were a me mber and working in General Electric? 

Mr. DeCesare. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Juniana. Was the Communist Party’s plan and policy to 
infiltrate and to recruit members at General Electric? 

Mr. DeCesare. Yes. 

Mr. Juttana. What other objectives did the Communist Party 
have as far as the Schenectady plant was concerned? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Well, it was more or less the—the main purpose of 
the Communist Party in Schenectady was to maintain a foothold in 
the electrical union in Schenectady. That was the chief objective. 
I mean to maintain a foothold and work through the union and domi- 
nate the union, the American Labor Party and so forth, in Schenectady. 

Mr. Juntiana. By working through the union, did the 'y fulfill their 
plan by keeping control of the laborers within the plant? 

Mr. DeCrsare. To a large extent; yes, sir. 

Mr. Junrana. Did you ever distribute any Communist literature 
and propaganda in the plant at Schenectady? 

Mr. DreCesare. No, I didn’t. 

Mr. Jutrana. Did the Communist Party have such a program? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. When did you leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. DeCesare. The latter part of 1950 or the first part of 1951. 
It was either December of 1950 or January of 1951. 


» 
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And why did you leave? 
DiCrsare. More or less I became disillusioned with the prin- 
iples and the Korean situation, and the party in general. I thought 
they were just trying to mislead the workers from then on, and I just 
\ pletely 
Ir. Jun \ir. Chairman, I might add at this point that 


\Ir. DeCesare has, in staff interviews, furnished us with the names of 
ne i dual some ot W hi hare not employed at General Eleetric 
| ao 1~ tA Wwe shoul nanny th se people here because we have not 

pDpenaed them to appear 
The CHAIRMA | believe those names should be turned over to the 
i an for such action as he eares to take 
JULIANA Vir. DeCesare has been completely cooperative since 
he appeared in executive session, sIr. 
Sen [UNI Mir. Chairman, may I ask the witness this ques- 


\t the time you were emploved at General Electric and a member 
the Communist Party, did the party ever exert any discipline over 
you as to the nature of the job which you were assigned to? 
\Ir. DeCrsarn. My job was strictly nonclassified. Iwas a battery 
truck operator and it was of no importance to them whatsoever As 
ult, maybe they never felt it was necessary for me to tell them 
anything about my job. It was of no value 1 


senator Munpr. Did you ever try to switch jobs or switch employ- 
ment, or did some Communist tell you, ‘“This you cannot do, because 
the Communist Party wants you to work someplace else’’? 

\ir. DeCrsarr. At one time I was going to leave, in 1948, and I 
did open up a gas station to leave, and I was told by the chairman of 
the Communist Party that it would have to be taken up by the GE 
branch, to see if they wanted me to leave. I told them at that time 
if | made enough money in the business I was going to leave regardless 
of what they said, and I didn’t care what the Communist Party said 
or did, I was going to leave and open up a gas station. But the gas 
station didn’t function, didn’t work out, and I stayed on at the shop. 

Senator Munpr. But the Communist Party did tell you that vou 
could not switch from one job to another job without the approval of 
the Communist Party? 

Mr. DeCrsarr. When I was board member steward, they wanted 
me to stay in 50th because of my position in the union, but I knew 
that I wanted to break completely and I requested a transfer of the 
company on my own. When I broke with the party, that is when 
I went into 273, building 273, in the General Electric plant, and I 
fave up my position in the union and everything, and I completely 
broke with the party from then on. 

Senator Munpr. From your experience, then, and to the best of 





your knowledge, is it the policy of the Communist Party to exercise 
discipline over its members as far as the type of employment they 

follow? 

| UECESAI Yes 

Senator Munpr. In other words, they are, at this time, superim- 
posing on American labor exactly same conditions that they 
e in Russia, where they tell the workingman where he has to 
\ what kind of job he has to do? His entire freedom of choice 


has been taken away from him in Russia, and at this early stage they 
Ul o do that in America; is that right? 
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Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 

Senator Munpr. I might Say you are the second or third in the 
last 6 weeks who has told us exactly the same thing. I believe that 
our friends in the press will do the cause of freedom a good service 
by pointing out, as witness after witness has pointed out, that in this 
country a man who becomes a member of the Communist Party is 
controlled to the extent that he no longer has freedom of choice as 
far as his job is concerned, because too many laboring people are being 
fooled by the honeyed promist s of the Communists 

Senator McCLetuan. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask the 
witness a question. I believe you said you left the Communist Party 
about December of 1950 or January of 1951? 

Mr. DeCesare. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.ian. Since that time, has the Communist Party 
or any of its memb« rs, officers, undertaken in any Way to invoke any 
reprisals against you? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Well, I am not scared of them, and they would 
never come up to me and threaten me in any way, because at that 
time 

Senator McCLetian. I wondered whether they had made any 
threats against you or in any other way attempted to intimidate you? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Well, they tried to get me to work for them in 
this last United Electrical. They had a Labor Board election at GE 
in the last 6 months or so. Last year. It was 1 year, I guess 

Senator McCLe.uan. In other words, their methods were that of 
persuasion in your case rather than threats or intimidation? 

Mr. DeCrsare. They tried to persuade me, yes. 

Senator McCLetian. You were able to convince them that you 
were sincere and you meant to quit the party and you were going to 
quit it and did quit it and since then they have left you alone, is that 
correct? 

Mr. DeCesarer. Yes 

Senator McCie.uan. That is all. 

The CHarrMAN. Have you been cooperating with the FBI since 
your first appearance before the committee? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Two FBI men came to see me just about 3 or 4 
days prior to the closed session in February. 

The CHarrMan. Speak a little louder, would you? 

Mr. DeCrsarr. Two FBI men came to see me 2 or 3 day s before 
the closed session in February, and I was cooperative with them at 
that time, with the FBI. 

The CuarrmMan. In February you took the fifth amendment, but 
since then you decided to give the facts to the committee and you 
are willing to give the FBI any information you have; is that right? 

Mr. DeCrsareg. Yes, sir. 

The CuatrMan. Very good 

Mr. at LIANA,. Mr. Det ‘esare how old are you now ? 

Mr. DeCrsarg. Twenty-si 


Mr. Juntana. Now, Mr. Chairman, we had seven GE employees 
before us in public session. All have been fired by General Electric 


because they took the fifth amendment in public session. I think for 


1 
the record we should ask Mr. DeCesare if he knows these seven indt- 


viduals, inasmuch as we are not publicly announcing anything that 


is not already known 


The CuHarrMan. In other words, they have already appeared in 
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public session and you are going to ask him about those individuals? 
Mr. JuLiana. Yes, sir. 
Mr. DeCesare, do you know the following individuals as members 
of the Communist Party: Sidney Friedlander? 
Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 
Mr. Juttana. Gordon Belgrave? 
Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 


Mr. Jun1ana. Arthur Owens? 
5 


Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 

Mr. Juntana. Dewey Brashear? 

Mr. DeCeEsare. Yes. 

Mr. Junriana. Emanuel Fernandez? 
Mr. DeCrsare. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Juniana. Robert Northrop? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Yes. 

Mr. Jutrana. And Joseph Gebhardt? 
Mr. DeCrsare. Yes, sir. 


Mr. Juntana. Mr. Chairman, they have appeared in public session. 
All took the fifth amendment and all have been fired by General 
Electric. 

Senator McCLe.tuan. Do you know whether they are still members 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. DeCrsare. Not as of 1950. 

Senator McCue.iian. You know nothing about it since 1950? 

Mr. DeCrsare. No, sir. 

The CHarrMan. That will be all. Thank you very much. 

Mr. William Delos? 

Incidentally, I do not believe we identified the counsel for the last 
witness in the record. 

Mr. DiamMonp. I gave my name to the reporter. 

Mr. Drtos. Senator McCarthy, I am without counsel, I have not 
had sufficient opportunity to get a lawyer. This is a holiday weekend, 
my wife has been ill with bursitis, flat in bed, and I have four children 
and have not had time to get a lawyer. 

The CHarkMAN. When were you served with a subpena? 

Mr. Detos. Wednesday night. I occupied what time I could out 
of the other things that came up Thursday and Friday trying to get a 
lawyer, but what lawyers I did contact told me that even if they could 
make it by Monday, they didn’t have time to sit down with me 
and discuss all the phases of it, and it would be ridiculous to come 
down here. 

Senator McC.e.ian. Do you desire the services of counsel and the 
attendance of counsel at the time you testify before this committee? 

Mr. Dexos. Are you referring to some future time? 

Senator McCie.ian. Well, whenever you testify. Do you sin- 
cerely desire 

Mr. Dextos. Yes, of course. 

Senator McC.eiian. The attendance of counsel, representation of 
counsel, when you testify? 

Mr. Detos. That is correct. 

Senator McCietian. How soon do you think you will be able to 
arrange the counsel? 

Mr. Dexos. I think I would need at least a week. 

Senator McC.Let.ian. You will need at least a week? 

Mr. Detos. Yes, sir. I don’t have working contact with lawyers. 
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Senator McCie.tian. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that you order 
him to remain under the same subpena and with instructions that 
when he is notified by this committee he will appear under that 
subpena. 

The CuarrMan. Very good. 

Senator McCLe.uan. | would like also to inquire for the record if 
you will advise us now where you can be notified? 

Mr. Dexos. In my address, at home, in Amsterdam. I think you 
have my address. : 

Senator McCLe.ian. Give it again for the record 

Mr. Detos. 10 Tryon Street, Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Senator McCLeLLan. What is the number? 

Mr. Detos. Ten. 

Senator McCLe.tian. Ten? 

Mr. Dexos. That is right. 

Senator McCLe.tuan. You can be reached there by telegram? 

Mr. Detos. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCLe.uan. Will you acknowledge the telegram so we will 
know you will be here? 

Mr. Detos. Yes, sir. 

Senator McC ie.ian. That is, if you receive it? 

Mr. Detos. Yes, sir. 

Senator McCiLeiian. You have no intention now of leaving that 
address, and making yourself unavailable? 

Mr. Detos. No, I don’t. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, may I ask a question? Has this 
young man been before us in executive session? 

Did you appear before us in executive session? 

Mr. Dexos. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. At that time did you request that you wanted an 
attorney? 

Mr. Detos. At that time I had an attorney. 

Senator Munpr. You had an attorney? 

Mr. Denos. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpt. At that time, did you answer the questions or did 
you take the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Detos. At that time I answered part of the questions. 

Senator Munpr. Did you take the fifth amendment on part of the 
questions also? 

Mr. Detos. Yes, sir. 

Senator Munpr. Could you not bring the same lawyer with you 
this time? 

Mr. Detos. He is occupied with a murder trial. He thought it 
was more important, apparently. 

The CHarrmMan. I may say that I am not convinced at all that you 
could not have a lawyer here. You had a lawyer in executive session. 
You took the fifth amendment with regard to all of your Communist 
activities. There was positive testimony that you were an active 
member of the Communit conspiracy. I frankly feel that you are 
appearing today merely to try and delay and hold up these proceed- 
ings. However, the committee has followed a practice of leaning 
over backward to allow additional time where a witness claims he could 
not get a lawyer. We will follow Senator McClellan’s suggestion 
and you will be ordered to consider yourself under subpena. You 
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will be notified by telegram at the address which you have given when 
we want you to appear. 

Senator Munpr. Mr. Chairman, I would like to recommend this 
to this young man. In the week or 2 weeks that you have now before 
you will be back with your lawyer, I would suggest that you give some 
pretty serious thought, regardless of what your lawyer tells you, to 
answering the questions forthrightly, instead of taking the fifth 
amendment. You served in the Navy, and you look to be an intelli- 

gent young man, and you tell us you have a family. I think you 

ought to reflect pretty seriously before coming back in a week or two, 
and automatically separating yourself from employment by General 
Electric, taking the fifth amendment, and automatically isolating 
yourself from the colony of good Americans by taking the fifth 
amendment. You have a little time to reflect, and I think you 
better get a lawyer, and then come back and tell us the truth, what- 
ever it is. Iam sure you will be better off than you will be in taking 
the fifth amendment. There is no charge for that advice, and I am 
not a lawyer. 

Mr. Devos. Thank » 

The Cuarrman. You may step down. You will be notified by 
vire when you are to appeat 

Mr. Detos. Thank you. 

The CuarrMan. Robert LaFortune. Will you raise your right 
hand and be sworn? In this matter now in hearing be fore the com- 
mittee, do you solemnly swear to give the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. LAForrune. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT E. LaFORTUNE, TROY, N. Y. 


The CuarrmMan. Your name is Robert E. LaFortune, is that right? 

Mr. LAFortruner. Yes. 

The CHarrMan. That is spelled L-a-F-o-r-t-u-n-e? 

Mr. LaForrune. Yes 

The CuatrmMan. And your address is 126 Second Avenue, Troy, 
NS ke 


Mr. LaFortruns. That is right. 
The Cuarrman. Where do you work, Mr. LaFortune? 
Mr. LaForrunr. Before we start, may I make a request? 
The CuatrMan. You certainly may. 
Mr. LaForruns. I attempted to get an attorney, and I was served 
with the subpena so late that it was impossible. I want a certain 
attorney, the one that represented me before in closed hearings. | 
understand he is busy. I found out he was busy in Herkimer, N. Y., 
today. I ran around over the weekend. I didn’t get the subpena 
until late. 

The CHarrmMan. When did you get the subpena? 

Mr. LaForrunr. Wednesday, I think, or Thursday. Either 
Wednesday or Thursday night 

The CHarrMan. You got it Wednesday night. 

Mr. LaForrunr. Maybe it was Wednesday night 

The Cuarrman. And you said the lawyer you had previously is 
busy today in New York? 

Mr. LaForrunr. Yes. Not in New York. In Herkimer, N. Y. 
The CuarrmMan. Where? 
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Mr. LaForruns. Herkimer. That is in New York State. 

The CHarrMan. What is he doing, trying a lawsuit? 

Mr. LaForrune. Yes. And I ran around. Over the holiday, 
being New Years, I contacted another one and he was busy also to- 
day, on day court. I hate to testify without representation. 

The CHarrMan. You are entitled to have counsel. You have had 
counsel in executive session; did you not? 

Mr. LaForrunr. Yes. He is the one I wanted to get this time 
[ would wonder if this could be postponed until some later time and 
if you woul | give me a little more time to 

The Cuarrman. How much time do you want? 

Mr. LaForrune. Well, can’t they notify us a week ahead? The 
other time I was notified about 2 or 3 weeks ahead. Say a week or 
so ahead of time would give you a chance to 

The CHarrMan. That will be up to the new chairman who will be 
taking over shortly. I assume he will give you sufficient notice. 

Senator McCLe.uan. I suggest to you in the meantime you be 
making tentative arrangements. 

Mr. LaForrune. I will make arrangements with this lawyer and 
have time to go over the situation with him so that 1 won’t make any 
remarks. Everything is so far back that it is difficult to remember 
that far back. 

The Cuarrman. Could I ask you one question? You can refuse to 
answer this if you like, because you do not have counsel here. Are 
you still working in a defense plant? 

Mr. LaForrune. In defense? 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. LaForruns. Not on classified work. I work at General 
Electric but not on classified work. 

The CuatrmMan. And you took the fifth amendment in executive 
session? 

Mr. LaForrune. I did on some of the issues; yes. 

The CuarrmMan. That is the questions with regard to sabotage and 
communism? 

Mr. LaFortrunr. I don’t just remember what it was and what they 
weren’t. Everything is so far back it is difficult to piece it together. 
I would like some time to go over it and piece it together. 

The Cuarrman. I think you should be entitled to that time. You 
will consider yourself under subpena and you will be notified 

Senator Munpr. Mr. LaFortune, you are entitled to share the same 
advice in the meantime which I gave your predecessor on the stand, 
and which you heard. 

Mr. LaForrune. I didn’t quite hear you. 

Senator Munpvt. I said you are entitled to share in the same advice 
that I gave your predecessor on the stand. 

Mr. LaFor TUNE . Oh, yes. I heard that. 

Senator McCuie.vian. Mr. Chairman, I would like for the witness 
to state for the record his place of address and where he wishes the 
telegram sent to him, notifying him when to appear 

Mr. LaForrune. It should be sent to 126 Second Avenue, North 
Troy. Did you get it? 126 Second Avenue, North Troy, N. Y. 

Senator McCietian. And you will respond to that subpena, that 
wire, notifying you when to appear when you receive it? 

Mr. LaForrune. I will; yes. 
Senator McCLe.Lian. You state that under oath? 
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Mr. LaForruner. If you will let me know in time enough to make 
arrangements and get here and so on. 

Senator McCLe.ian. We will give you plenty of time. 

Mr. LaForruner. Thank you. 

Senator Symrneton. May I ask you a question before you leave. 
You say you are not working on classified information now? 

Mr. LaForrunr. I am not. 

Senator Symineaton. Did you ever work on classified information? 

Mr. LaForrune. I was on classified information. 

Senator Symrneron. What kind of classified information, roughly, 
were working on? 
Mr Fortune. I was working for Navy work, airplane work. 
Senator Sym«neton. In what capacity were you working? 

Mr. LaForrunr. A toolmaker. 

Senator Symrnetron. A toolmaker? 

Mr. LAFortuner. Yes 

The CHarrMan. I have many questions to ask, but I will not ask 
m in view of the fact that your lawyer is not here. 

Mr. LaForrunr. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

The CHarrMaANn. May I say for the record that I frankly feel that 


] 


merely removing a fifth amendment Communist from one classified 


th 


work after he takes the fifth amendment is not completely satisfactory 
because he has access to all of those who are handling secret work, 
speaks with them daily, and can be just as dangerous handling 
classified work with access to those who are handling classified 
‘re handling the classified work himself.  ] 
rl) continues the policy which was upheld in 
of discharging mstantly a 10se who take the 
f disel nstantly all tl ho take tl 
nt with regard to Communist activities, because that 
that they have been a member of the Communist 


understand you have quite a sizable number of witnesses 
» to hear in executive session before you call them in 
ion, is that right? 

M { 4. Yes, sir, that is correct 

The Cuarrman. It is 5 minutes of 11. How many witnesses do 
we have for executive session? 

Mr. Juntana. We have a total of five that have arrived, sir. 
Three of them, so far, have not reported in. Two of them are now 
discussing their testimony with an attorney. I would like to suggest 
that we meet again at about 12. 

The CHarrMan. Do you have any 

Senator McCiLe tian. Would it suit you if we make it 1? Make it 

and we will continue until afternoon if necessary. 

The CuatrmMan. How about the three that are not discussing this 
with attorneys, could we call them now? 

Mr. Juttana. We could, yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. And then go on until 12 o’clock. 

Mr. Junrana. Yes, sir. In executive session, yes, sir. 

The CuarrMan. We will have to dismiss the audience and clear 
the room for executive session. We will commence in open session at 
2 o’clock this afternoon again. 

(Whereupon, at 11 a. m., the committee recessed, to reconvene at 
2 p. m., the same day.) 


x 





